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probe: No Plot to Kill King 



>U.S. Inquiry Backs 1969 Riding That Ray Shot Rights Leader 

*By Geobge Laednek Jr. they “stand behind the verdict that fives, the report added, J 



% G] 

^Washington Post Staff Writer 

£ The Justice Department said 
•yesterday after an 18-month in- 
^♦vestigation that there is “no cred^ 
**ible information to support allega- 
tions of any conspiracy” to kill the 
I jjRev. Martin Luther King Jr. in- 
volving federal agents, the Mem- 
phis police department or a shad- 
owy figure called “Raoul.” 

* x Concluding an inquiry that con- 
centrated on belated allegations by 
former FBI agent and a Memphis 

cafe owner, the lawyers who con- 
ducted it said they “found nothin] 
yfcsturb the 1969 judicial deter 
* lifion” that James Earl Ra:' 
^^dered King and nothing to sul , 
a Tennessee civil jury's finding 
*feiUyear that the cafe owner and 
*$tfiers, including unspecified gov- 
*eritfnent agencies, took part in a 
**<Jn$piracy to assassinate the civil 
leader. 

i^xHay* who pleaded guilty to 
^King’s 1968 murder and then at- 
tempted to withdraw the plea, con- 
tended until his death two years 
^ago that he did not shoot King and 
Jthat he was framed by a man he 
*knew only as Raoul. 

* VHowever, Barry Kowalski, the 
^ Justice Department civil rights liti- 
*gitor and prosecutor who headed 
*ttie>nquiry, said, “We've concluded 
f tfcat there is no Raoul, that he is the 
^Invention of James Earl Ray." 

* The department said in a 138- 
*page report that it was also satis- 
*fifetf that there was no reliable evi-l 






^ * device supporting involvement of 

\ f long list of other alleged conspira- 
tors such as figures involved in the 
^assassination of President John F. § 
• ‘Kennedy, U.S. military personnel, 
*the Mafia, “African American min- 
Jsfers close to King,” or the now- 
f,dead cafe owner, Loyd Jowers. 

* Attorney General Janet Reno or- 
dered the inquiry nearly two years 
m \go in hopes of providing “answers 
\ Ww questions . . . aboufa trage- 
I rSymat still haunts our nation.” Ko- 
v^valski said he doubted the report 
s ytf)iild end the conspiracy theories, 
*'bit it at least “puts something in 
*tl}e public domain that people can 
,,W£igh allegations against.” 

* ‘ William Pepper, the lawyer for 
family, whose requests trig- 
*g£rCd the inquiry, said he was dis- 
appointed but not surprised by the 
^findings. He said the family had not 
Studied the report in detail, but 
1 %;*’ 



came out in Memphis after 30 days 
of trial” last December. 

The jurors in that case, brought 
against Jowers by the King family, 
felt that “everyone from the CIA to 
the military had involvement,” one 
of the jurors said. “Jowers was in- 
volved in it, we felt.” 

Pepper, who has been criticized 
by police and prosecutors as a pub- 
licity seeker, said the King family 
had wanted Reno to appoint a com- 
mission of independent citizens “so 
we wouldn't have a situation where 
the government was investigating 
itself.” 

The Justice Department said no 
one on its team or anyone support- 
ing it was involved in any prior in- 
vestigation of King's murder. The 
FBI was disqualified because of ac- 
cusations that it played a role in the 
April 4, 1968, assassination at the 
^Lorraine Motel in Memphis. Th£ . 

nrejhan 2nfTwt ^ses .>fhost of 
iem in person, and reviewed all 
vailable materials from four previ- 
ous official investigations as well as 
fcourt pleadings, discovery materi- 
als and other papers. 

“Based on all the information we 
gofild find and our own extensive 
investigation, We are convinced of 
our conclusions beyond a reason- 
able doubt,” Kowalski said. 

Jowers, who operated a tavern 
below the rooming house where 
Ray rented a room on April 4, 1968, 
did not claim any involvement in 
the assassination until 1993, when 
he appeared on ABC's “Prime Tune 
Live.” He said a Memphis produce 
dealer, who was involved with the 
Mafia, gave him $100,000 to hire 
an assassin and assured him that 
police would not be at the scene of 
the shooting. Jowers said Ray did 
not shoot King and that “someone 
with a name sounding like Raoul” 
provided the murder weapon. 

Jowers, however, never made 
those claims under oath, and on the 
one occasion when he was called to 
testify, in an early civil suit, he re- 
pudiated his own confession and, 
the report said, “contradicted him- 
self on virtually every key point 
about the alleged conspiracy. For 
example, he not only identified two 
different people as the assassin, but 
also most recently claimed that he 
saw the assassin and did not recog- 
nize him.” 

According to friends and rela- 



Jowers, 

who died May 20 at age 73, hoped 
to make money from his account. 
“He refused to cooperate with our 
investigation,” insisted on immuni- 
ty from prosecution, and when told 
that would be considered, refused 
to produce the customary proffer 
outlining what he would say if im- 
munity were granted. 

Consequently, the department 
said, “we do not believe that Jow- 
ers, or those he accuses, participat- 
ed in the assassination of Dr. King.” 

The other main set of allegations 
came from a former FBI agent, 
Donald Wilson, who asserted in 
March 1998 that he had been with- 
holding evidence that might be rel- 
evant to the crime for 30 years. An 
FBI agent for less than a year when 
King was killed, he said he went to 
the scene where Ray's Ford Mus- 
tang had been abandoned in Atlan- 
%ta, opened the door, and saw a 
small packet of papers fall out 

“According to Wilson,” the re- 
port said, “he took the papers, hid 
them, and told no one about them 
for 30 years.” 

In contrast to Wilson’s “varied 
claims,” the report said photo- 
graphic evidence and expert opin- 
ion showed the passenger-side 
door of the Mustang “was closed 
and locked when the FBI was at the 
scene, not ajar and unlocked as Wil- 
son claimed.” The investigators 
“found no evidence” that Wilson 
had been at the scene. 

One of the documents Wilson 
produced was a tom page from a 
1963 Dallas telephone directory 
with penciled notations, one show- 
ing the phone number of Jack Ru- 
by, who killed Lee Harvey Oswald 
after the assassination of Kennedy, 
and another showing the name 
“Raoul” with a Dallas area code, 
214 and dash, leaving the impres- 
sion that Raoul's number had been 
tom off. 

Scientific testing of the tom 
page showed that “Raoul 214-” was 
written at the top right of the page 
after it had been tom out of the 
phone book. “Thus,” the report 
said, “contrary to the impression 
the document creates, the pre-tom, 
whole page from the telephone di- 
rectory never contained the re- 
mainder of Raoul’s telephone num- 
ber. . . . We found no credible 
evidence that there is any conn^ 
tion between the two assassi 
tions.” 



